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arbitrary force, of a world empire to be kept together by the
methods of domination now practised within Germany, is
absurd and entirely impracticable. A permanent system of
imperial rule cannot be maintained by such methods. The
much-abused England with her imagined loss of dominion has
kept up with the times better than the "dynamic" nations, with
their parade of brave new ideas which in truth are retro-
gressive and antiquated. The violent methods of arbitrary rule
may show results that for a time are superficially imposing, but
in the long run these methods are unfruitful and end in self-
destruction. The vital error of National Socialist policy lies in
its return to played-out methods and aims, the fruitlessness of
which was demonstrated ages ago. The party has contented
itself with re-trying with vastly increased resources a policy
that has failed again and again in the past, as though any
mistake would succeed if it were big enough. If the Third
Reich is to go for inspiration to the old first Reich, the Holy
Roman Empire, it might at least, perhaps, usefully recall the
essential principle of medieval Western civilization, that the
sovereignty of the component States of an empire was not
restricted by a univeral potestas of the emperor, but only by a
genuine aucloritas which was so strong that sovereigns bowed
to it. No one can deny that the British Empire, with its methods
of government based on freedom and consent, and with the
moral authority of its centre, comes very close to an almost
spiritual conception of the State and social order.
Undoubtedly the attitude of the present leaders of the
German nation is the outcome of twenty years in which the
nation felt that it had nothing more to lose. The resort of
"despairing patriots" to a radically revolutionary course was
not surprising, but it was by no means inevitable. There were
plain reasons for the ultimate predominance of destructive over
creative tendencies in the foreign policy of German Nationalism,
one being the complete political sterility of the so-called victor